10 AMERICAN WOMAN'S HOME JOURNAL,

THE EDDE > E\_ FHBLE MAN—"A Study lof- Human Nalure.

By Lilian Bell

O other men the Trresistible Man too often means the man who publicly
ogles women. That is beeausg men can see hhin. But to women what
we can sce forme but a small portion of our llves. 'We hear more than
we see; and fes] mors than we hear. George Eliot says: "The best of

18 go sheul well wadded with stupidity, otherwise we should die of the roar
that liss on the other slde of Sllence.”™

But men have to see things, and they can always sec the ogling man, and
he always makes them perfectly furious. Queer, isn't {t, when the Slmon Tap-
pertits of this lfe are the least of the men who bore us? In faet, T never should
have thought of him if some man had not reminded me to mention him. But
while 1 cccaslonally have been honored'by the exertions of one of these Insects
to attract my sttention, thereby proving that T am o woman, I can honestly
gay that I never remember seeing one. Women who are capable of being really
bored never even see such men—any more than If you were belng roasted
alive, you would eare if a hairpin pulled,

I often have wished that
men could know each other as
women know them. 1 often
wish men could hear how their
best friends talk and act with
women. How would it strike
men, I wonder, to know that a
man who knew so0 well how to
behave with men that he had
been known publicly to repri-

mand another man for mentioning
a woman's name before a party
of men at the club—how would it
strike these men, who applanded
his action there, to hear him re-
late to a party of women how he
helped = man friend out in his
love affair with an unwilling girl by stepping in and get-
ting the girl wildly in Jove with himself and then publicly
dropping her, so that in her maortification she - gladly
turned to and married her old lover? 3

Now that man Is considerad the acme of all that is fine
and high-minded among men. We women know him to be

vain of his prowess among girls;) and we consider him a type of the Trresistible .

Man.,
It is & mistake to counfound the Irresistible Man with the fool, Neitheris he

stupid. Very ‘often he if a man of no small amount of brain. He is, of course,
always concelted, and generally, though not always, handsome. He thinks
ke §s. however. I am not deseribing the soft, sapient, pretty man who lisps,
nor the weak-kneed voung gentleman with pink cheeks who sings tenor. Far
wore. The Trresistible Man, as we know him, iz aften a man who is doing &
man‘a work in the world, and doing it well. He is frequently a man of char-
acter, but through that character runs this strange, frritating thread of con-
eeit, which blind= our eyes to whatever of real worth mey be within because
of his exasperslingiy confident exterior.

We should brush him aside a8 carclessly as if he were o fly should there be
nothing to him worlth hatlng, But the maddening part of it to us is that the
Irresistible Man is worth éa\'lng. only he wont be saved. e thinks he is per-
fect. If he could get our point of view, and let some woman take a hand at
kim, she might make a man of him. But, hiless your soul, the Irresistible Man
is In this world to give pointers—not to take them!

A queer thing about this particular kind of the Irresistible Man, who is
prevalent enougk to be considersd @ type, i{s that he nearly always has grown
up in a small town, and has only come Lo the eily because his village got too
small for his tslents. That of itself explains his whole attitude toward the
world. Having probably been the “show pupll” at school, having taken prizes
and ranked firet among his fellows until he was twenty-one, tie Drings that
confident attitude with him and plants lilmself in the heart of the great clty,
lke Ajas defying the lightning, without the thought that changed environ-
mens mizght demand change of condiet a= well a= ghange in clothes; 4

Doubtlsss the whols town helped to spoil him. Doubtless he has heard all
his life that the town was too small for him, and that & man liks himselt
ought to go to the city where there would b & market for lils talants. Doubt-
less he has congquerad the Learts of all the village mnidens, therefore he ex-
pecte the sarne arts to win among city girls. This system of easy victory and
of yvearning for ather worlids to wnqner._instoad of making him fit himeelf for
a larger fiald, has, on account-of this absurd fault of Irresistibleness, only
mads hlm superficial, His crudencss {5 to the initiated ‘almont pitiful, Never
having been obliged to work for p s<éminence, he decries exertion, and never

Iish=

admits that he hst to téy bard to win anything. His cheap littls aceomp
ments of singing—badly—possibly of reciting dinlect with realistic effects—he
15 aceustomed to say he “fust pleked up”’ I often have thonght he must have

picked them up after somebody else had thrown them away. But they have
bee? efficacious In hls town, and in a larger fizld, with foemen mors worthy
of his steel, they are intended to enslave,

The Irresistible’ Man ig almost too pitiful to laugh at with any degree of
comfort. The pathos of the situation Is almost too apparent. That is one
reason why he is sllowed to go on as he js. It is why no one has the heart to
i1y to correet him., Whit ¢an you say to & man whose cornfldence In his powers
to please you 15 such that at parting he says, “1 eannol spare you anolher
evaening this wéek. but I'll come next Thursday if I can. Don't expect me,
however, until I lét you know, and don’t be disappointed if you find that 1
can't come at all”

To be sure; s;ou haven't asked him to repeat his visit In any event. To be
sure, you bave nearly died during this one whieh iz just over. But what are
you golng to do? We have a white bulldog whose confident attitude toward
the world Is quite like that of the Irresistible Man. Jack blunders in where
nobody wants him, and puts his great heavy paw on our best gowng, and
seratches at the door when we want to sleep, and gets under our feet when
we are trying to catch a train, and makes a nuisgnee of himself generally.
But he is so surs that we love him that we haven't the heart to turn him out
of doors. We simply stand him, because he fg2 a dumb brute who Is g0 used
to being loved that everybody puts up with him, and nobody tries to Improve

him or teach him better manners.

Confidence 8 a beatitiful thlng. But It is also one of
the most delieate, and reguires the daintiest handling.
The man who i= confident with women must be very sure
of & personzl magnetism or of sufficlent merit Lo insure
suceess, otherwize his confidence will prove the flattest of

_failures. The only difference hetween the Irresistible Man
who bores us to death, and the Sueccessful Man, who is g0
fascinating that he cannot come tod often, 18 that one has
confidence with nothing to hase It on, and the other biases

his confidence on fact.

Women aré not looking for flaws in
men. They are only too anxious Lo
male the best of sorry specinmiens,
and to shut their eyes to faulls and

to coax virtues Into prominence. Men

have nothing to com-
plain of in the way wWo-
men In  gociety treat
them. They get much
better than they deserve, nuad much better than they give. So all they will
have to do to win & still better opinion is to deserve 1, and If they make ever
so slight an advance they will see that they are met more than hall way by
even most captious critics of their acqualntanece.

Adaptabllity is a heaven-sent gift, It is like the straw used in packing
china. Tt not only saves jarring, botit pravents worse disasters, and without
it & man is only safe when he Iz alone, The moment he comes into smart
contact with his fellow-belngs there is a crash, and the gssembled gompany

‘have a vision o1 broken fi"agmenta of humanily, which might have remained

wholé and sufferad no more injury than a pessible nick had the eombatants
been padded with ddaptability. The Trresistible Man is the man whe thinks
he can get through the world without it. - The Ireesistible Man Is the one who
i so perfect in his own estimation that he neads mo change. He is beyond
humsan belp. Py Christian Selence. LILIAN BELL,

Two of the most successful American writers of newspaper advertisements
gre Miss Mamle Hungerford and Miss Nellie Riordan. of Washington. Both
gtarted as typewriters, but by close spplication and studying the methods of
adverilsers and reading all the varlous advertising journals, they rapidly de-
veloped into advertisemnent writers, and manage their own lists of houses,

A mussiain baptisin under the ritual of the Greek Church is a curious ecre-
mony. A large wooden howl is filled with swater, and the priest takes the
child in hig arms, stuffs wadding intd its ears and nestrils, and then plunges
the Titile head under the water thrig times, during which perlad lie repeats
prayers for the imperial {amfily.



